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Lieda Boyko is the volunteer of the Month. She has been
with us on the front desk for many years. We appreciate
her knowledge and help.
We have gained many new members, we appreciate your
support.
We have many laptops that have been donated without
hard drives. If anyone has extra hard drives that they can
donate it will be greatly appreciated. We would like to get
the laptops refurbished to get out to the students.
We are still looking for volunteers with office experience
for our front desk.

Charlotte County
Computer Group

2280 Aaron Street
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

Phone: 941-585-0356
941-625-4175 x244
E-mail: office@cccgc.net

Grover
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February Program Highlights
50/50 DRAWING

JOHN KALDEWAY was the member that held the
winning ticket. Even he was surprised he won but he
was able to smile for the camera and off he went with
the big $$$$. Congratulations to John but more importantly we thank everyone that supported this segment of our meeting.

COMPUTER DRAWING
Sheryl Morris was the winner
of this month’s Laptop.

Door Prize Winners
Left to Right
BOB HARDIMAN
ROSEMARY CRAEMER
OLLIE NICCOLLS
ELIZABETH TKACIK
MARLENE VOSE
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Charlotte Bytes
Charlotte County Computer
Group
Information: (941) 585-0356
(941) 625-4175 x244
Official publication of the Charlotte County
Computer Group Corporation
2280 Aaron Street
Port Charlotte, FL 33952

March Volunteer of the Month: Lieda Boyko

Leida Boyko has been a volunteer with
the Club for many years. She is very
proficient on the desk and makes sure
we have all the necessary paperwork for
our monthly meetings. We appreciate
all her help.

New Members

WELCOME
Jim Acton

Gary Gribbell

Paula LaManna

Bruce Nelson

Pauline Battaglia

Noreen Burchard

Chuck Fisher

Thomas O’Grady

Phyllis Ring

Sally Symington

Arthur Ferreira

Betty Harper

Patricia Romaro

Connie Smith

Richard Smith

Jan Baxter

Donna Crowe

Steve Crowe

Doreen Dean

Tom Dean

Rawley Smith

Joan Spencer-Riccardi

Mary Votypka

Raymond Votypka

Jeannette Carpenter

Larry Czechanski

Mary DeWsitt

Pamela Frantz

Irene Gichen

Beverly Levy

Larry Luther

Victor Marcone

James Preston

Jan Preston

Ruth Buskirk

Kathy Incerta

Michael Kinsman

Helen Kramer

Nancy Lockwood

Michelle Mongelli

Beverly Moscarello
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The Executive Board and Members of
CCCGC welcome each of you to the group.
We’re Here To Help. Membership Has Its
Privileges.
If you have any questions, concerns or need
computer help, please contact us at the office. We will endeavor to help you any way
we can.

February Meeting Highlights
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For more information go to
www.cccgc.info
View/download Bytes

Please be sure to

March 6, Meeting

register online for
classes

For the latest Classes & Events Calendar
Please click on button below

Officers and Board of

PROMOTING COMPUTER LITERACY AND EDUCATION IN CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Directors for 2018

Articles in the Bytes are courtesy

President: Grover Mudd

of the following Tech Sites

Vice President: Yvette Pilch
Secretary: Lydia Rist
Treasurer: Harold Nixon
Director: Dick Evans
Director: Ron Wallis
Director: Donna Whalen
Director: Ron Muschong
Director: George Kopenec

Charlotte County
Computer Group
Corp.
Is a non-profit 501(c)
3 organization as
classified by the Internal Revenue Service.
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DIGITAL CITIZEN

www.dickevanstraining.blogspot.com

Into Windows
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February Program Highlights
94 Members Attended Meeting.
Virginia B Andes Volunteer Clinic located AT
21297 Olean Blvd Unit B in Port Charlotte was
the subject of our meeting. Our guest speakers were Suzanne Roberts, the Chief Executive
Officer and Noreen Chervinski who is the Director of Operations. Both speakers talked
about the mission of the clinic and how much it
has impacted our immediate area. We were
given many examples on how the clinic staff
specifically helped out individuals and the success the clients had. We were told out that
the clinic has been successful in negotiating
drug contracts and are able to supply many local people to handle the challenges they are
facing in life. A brochure was offered to anyone that wanted more specific information with
the hopes that our members would be able to
donate even the smallest amount to the cause.
All were offered tours of the facility to see first
hand the great work they do. The Computer
Group made a contribution in 2017.

George gave the “Favorites” of the month.
This month was called “get a human” and how
to get a phone number to get directly to a person instead of holding for the next available person. This app as well as all previous apps are on
the Charlotte County Computer group website
under Monthly Favorites with links to the programs featured in this segment. When you
type in the name and call that number maybe
you will get some help.
Dick Evans covered issues with computer desktop appearances. In addition to changing the
mouse settings, you can change the size and
speed of reaction. An explanation of USB port
color mystery was divulged. USB 1 is white;
USB 2 is black; USB 3 is blue and USB4 is Orange. The higher the number means the data
speed is faster.

February Highlights and Other Stuff
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January Highlights
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C h a r l o t te B y te s

Should you leave your laptop plugged in and
charging when you’re not on-the-go?
What’s best for the battery? It’s a tough question, and there
are quite a few contradictory recommendations out there.

You Can’t Overcharge the Laptop’s Battery
It’s important to understand the basics of how the standard lithium ion (Li-ion) and Lithium polymer (LiPo) batteries in
modern devices work. There are a lot of battery myths out there.
There’s no way to “overcharge” these batteries. When you get to 100% charge and leave your laptop plugged in, the
charger will stop charging the battery. The laptop will just run directly off the power cable. After the battery discharges a bit, the charger will kick into gear again and top the battery off. There’s no risk of damaging the battery by
charging it over its capacity.
All

Batteries Wear Down Over Time (For a Few Reasons)

Your laptop battery will always wear down over time. The more charge cycles you put the battery through, the more
it will wear down. Different batteries have different ratings, but you can often expect about 500 full charge cycles.
That doesn’t mean you should avoid discharging the battery. Storing the battery at a high charge level is bad for it. On
the other hand, letting the battery run down to completely empty every single time you use it is also bad. There’s no
way to just tell your laptop to leave the battery at about 50% full, which might be ideal. On top of that, high temperatures will also wear down the battery more quickly.
In other words, if you were going to leave your laptop battery in a closet somewhere, it would be best to leave it at
about 50% charged capacity and make sure the closet was reasonably
cool. That would prolong the battery’s life.

Remove the Battery to Avoid Heat, if You Can
Here’s one clear thing: Heat is bad. So, if your laptop has a removable
battery, you may want to remove the battery from the laptop if you plan
on leaving it plugged in for a long time. This will ensure the battery isn’t
exposed to all that unnecessary heat.
This is most important when the laptop runs very hot—like a powerful gaming laptop running demanding PC games,
for example. If your laptop runs fairly cool, you won’t see as much benefit from this.
Of course, many modern laptops don’t have removable batteries anymore, so this tip won’t apply in those cases.

But Should I Leave It Plugged In or Not?
Ultimately, it’s not clear which is worse for a battery. Leaving the battery at 100% capacity will decrease its lifespan,
but running it through repeated discharge and recharge cycles will also decrease its lifespan. Basically, whatever you
do, your battery will wear down and lose capacity. That’s just how batteries work. The real question is what makes it
die more slowly.

C h a r l o t te B y te s
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Laptop manufacturers are all over the place on this. Apple used to advise against leaving MacBooks plugged in all the
time, but their battery advice page no longer has this piece of advice on it. Some PC manufacturers say leaving a laptop
plugged in all the time is fine, while others recommend against it with no apparent reason.

Apple used to advise
charging and discharging
the laptop’s battery at
least once per month, but
no longer does so. If
you’re concerned about
leaving your laptop
plugged in all the time
(even if it’s a PC laptop),
you might want to put it
through a charge cycle once per month just to be safe. Apple used to recommend this to “keep the battery juices
flowing”. But whether this will help depends on the device and its battery technology, so there’s really no one-size-fits
-all answer.

Occasional Discharge and Recharges Can Help “Calibrate” the Battery
Putting your laptop through an occasional full charge cycle can help calibrate the battery on many laptops. This ensures the laptop knows exactly how much charge it has left and can show you an accurate estimate. In other words, if
your battery isn’t calibrated properly, Windows may think you have 20% battery left when it’s really 0%, and your laptop will shut down without giving you much warning.
By allowing the laptop’s battery to (almost) fully discharge and then recharge, the battery circuitry can learn how
much power it has left. This isn’t necessary on all devices. In fact, Apple explicitly says it’s no longer necessary for
modern MacBooks with built-in batteries.
This calibration process won’t improve the battery’s lifespan or make it hold more energy—it will only ensure the
computer is giving you an accurate estimation. But this is one reason you wouldn’t to leave your laptop plugged in all
the time. When you unplug it and use it on battery power, it might show you incorrect battery life estimates and die
before you expect it to.

