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Many of you have been asking when Windows 10 will come out.  We 
are heading into June and so far Microsoft has not revealed a re-
lease date.  All they  will say is that it will be released this summer.   

I for one am looking forward to it.  From my experience with it, and 
from what I have read it seems to be the best windows system Mi-
crosoft has ever built….time will tell. 

If you are in the area, stop by the office and see our new teaching 
aid for our classes.  We recently purchased a 65 inch TV/Monitor for 
the classroom.  It should be a big help for the instructors and stu-
dents alike. 

If you have not yet attended any of our classes, check the calendar 
in the Bytes or the schedule posted on our bulletin board.  There will 
probably be something that will be of interest to you.  The classes 
are help in our office and there is no charge. 

There will NOT be a meeting in JULY as was announced at the May 
meeting. 

 

See you on June 2, and then in AUGUST. 

 

 

Ron  

Charlotte County 
Computer Group 

2280 Aaron Street 
Port Charlotte, FL 

Phone: 941-585-
0356 

941-625-4175  x244  
E-mail: 
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50/50 Winner 
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It didn't take long for Jullius Palermo to 
claim his prize.  The green backs put a 
smile on his face.  Congratulations and a 
Thank you to all of you who purchased 
tickets.  Better luck next month. 

 Door Prize Winners 

Left To Right 

Charles Bruss 

Jeannette Brunelle 

Ron Wallis 

George Kopene 

Ruth Shermin 

 

Rosemary Sexton was very pleased when her 
number was pulled. 

With a huge smile on her face, the computer 
system was packed up and driven off to a new 
home.  Thanks to all the other ticket holders.  
Better luck next month. 
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  Program High-Lights 

The Executive Board and Members of 
CCCGC welcome each of you to the 
group.  We’re Here To Help. Member-
ship Has Its Privileges. 

If you have any questions, concerns or 
need computer help, please contact us 

WELCOME New Members 

Edward Dick  Patricia Dick  Patty Hunt 

Curtis Lundahl  Pamala Lundahl  Bonnie Rollins 

Mary Ann Talty  Ross Fleckenstein Christa Kok 

Judith Aldoupolis  Arlene Burris  Bruce Meyer 

Carol Meyer  Hilda Saxby  Charlotte Terry 

Joel Terry  David Splain  Jackie Wieczorek 

 

Dick Evans entertained us with a “show and tell” on 
Google Earth. This amazing App allows you to go any-
where in the world.  Download the free app Google 
Earth.  It’s a large file about 800 mg.   

Google Earth started back in 2001 as a geographical infor-
mation program and is the look coming back to earth.  
There’s a lot to learn and can take up quite a bit of your 
time. 

Type in your address and scroll down on your property.  
You can look at your street view or change to map view 
which will be more current.  Or possibly view your street 
by satellite.   

The pictures are so good that crimes have been caught 
with these pictures.   

There are historical pictures that you can go back to1995. 
You will be able see the progression of properties over 
the years.  Go to tools and you can do a flight simulator. 
You can use the flight simulator to check out the stars, 
other planets, and even land on mars or the moon. 

    Pick a place anywhere in the world and check it out.   
There are many YouTube videos that do the same thing. 
You are only limited by your imagination.    

Take advantage of this great tool.  

 
Lydia 
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For the latest Classes & Events Calendar 
Please click on the link below 

http://cccgc.info/?page_id=35  

For more information go to 
www.cccgc.info 

View/download Bytes 

Please be sure to  

register online for 
classes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No July Meeting 

Officers and Board of  

Directors for 2015 

President:   Ron Wallis 

Vice President:  Dick Evans 

Secretary:  Ron Muschong 

Treasurer:  Harold Nixon 

Director:   John Hegard 

Director:  Grover Mudd 

 Director:  Lydia Rist 

Director:  Frank Messina 

 Director:  Linda Corrick 

The Charlotte Coun-
ty Computer Group 
Corp. 

Is a non-profit 501(c)3 
organization as classi-
fied by the Internal Reve-
nue Service. 

Donations, gifts, be-
quests, legacies, devices 
and transfers are de-
ductible under federal 

PROMOTING COMPUTER LITERACY AND EDUCATION IN CHARLOTTE COUNTY 

We’re on the 
Web 

www.cccgc.net 

Articles in the Bytes are courtesy  
of the following Tech Sites 

Into Windows 
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Scott Baty will be presenting at this month’s meeting, Slingbox streaming services 
with Chromecast support and other additional streaming. 

 

Hot on the heels of WatchABC, WATCH Disney and Twitch, Sling is the latest media stream-
ing service to add Chromecast support to its mobile apps. 

‘Watch any channel from your TV package at  from home on a cast-equipped TV, anywhere.’ 

The “place shifting” service, popular with travellers, allows users to watch live and recorded 
TV shows from their cable service at home or on the go by hooking up a dedicated 
‘Slingbox’. This box encodes content and makes it available for streaming online and through 
mobile apps, securely. 

Chromecast support for the iOS and Android Slingplayer app will allow users to beam con-
tent from a mobile device directly to a Chromecast enabled TV. That means you can watch 
any channel from your TV package at home on a cast-equipped TV, anywhere. 

 

 

 

 

Charlotte County Computer 
Group 

Information: (941) 585-0356 
(941) 625-4175 x244  

Official publication of the Charlotte County  

Computer Group Corporation 

2280 Aaron Street 

Port Charlotte, FL 33952 

Charlotte Bytes 
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Every Version of Windows Is Affected By This Vulnerability – 
What You Can Do About It.  

What would you say if we told you that your version of Windows is affected by a vulnerability that dates back to 
1997? You’d laugh, right? Surely, after all, Microsoft would have patched the fault prior to releasing Windows 98, or at 
the latest, Windows 2000? 

Well, not quite. 

This Redirect to SMB (Service Message Block) vulnerability has its roots in the identically-named attack discovered by 
Aaron Spangler 18 years ago. And it’s a problem that you need to do something about, because it doesn’t only affect 
Windows, but also programs from Adobe, Apple, Symantec and even the Windows 10 preview. 

Redirect to SMB: What Does it Do? 

Affecting Windows PCs, tablets and servers, Redirect to SMB – discovered by Cylance’s Brian Wallace – is a develop-
ment of the original vulnerability. 

In 1997, Spangler found that introducing URLS beginning “file” would cause Win-
dows to attempt authentication with an SMB server at the given IP address (for 
example, file://1.1.1.1), which could then be used to record login credentials. These 
URLs could be introduced as images, iframes, or any other media displayed by the 
browser. 

SMB is the Server Message Block protocol, mostly used for sharing files, printers, and serial 
ports on a network. Various versions have been released over the years, (Samba is an open 
source implementation, although there is no suggestion that the vulnerability exists there) and it has long been a target, with real-
time scanning demonstrating that SMB is one of the most popular attack vectors for online intruders. It was reported in December 
that the Sony Pictures hack was performed using an SMB vulnerability. 

Redirect to SMB was uncovered by the Cylance team as they investigated ways to abuse a chat client. 

    “When a URL to an image was received, the client attempted to show a preview of the image. Inspired by Aaron’s research some 18 years 
ago, we promptly sent another user a URL starting with file:// which pointed to a malicious SMB server. Surely enough, the chat client tried to 
load the image, and the Windows user at the other end attempted to authenticate with our SMB server. 

    “We created an HTTP server in Python that answered every request with a simple HTTP 302 status code to redirect clients to a file:// 
URL, and using that we were able to confirm that an http:// URL could lead to an authentication attempt from the OS.” 

It doesn’t take much to prompt someone to enter their credentials, after all – just a legitimate-looking dialogue box. 

How Redirect to SMB  (Server Message Block)   Might Be Used Against You 

Four Windows API functions can be used to redirect a HTTP or HTTPS connection to an SMB connection, where a malicious 
server may await to siphon away user credentials, and reuse them for nefarious purposes. 

Brian Wallace explains that for Redirect to SMB to be successful, the attacker must be reasonably advanced as there is a require-
ment to “control… some component of a victim’s network traffic.” 

          

                                                            Continued on page 11 
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How to remove Windows 10 upgrade updates in Win-
dows 7 and 8 

By Martin Brinkmann on April 17, 2015 in Tutorials - Last Update: April 17, 2015 31 

Microsoft will ship Windows 10 later this year and with it comes an offer to upgrade existing versions of Windows to the operat-
ing system for free. 

Since the majority of Windows users probably does not know about that offer as they may not read tech sites at all or only spo-
radically, Microsoft pushed updates to Windows 7 and Windows 8 systems that prepare the system for the update. 

At least one of the updates, KB 3035583, appears to have been designed to advertise Windows 10 once it comes out. 

While that may make sense, some users may not want to upgrade their system to Windows 10 after all. If you prefer to keep using 
Windows 7 or even Windows 8, there is no reason to keep these updates installed on the computer. 

How many updates we are talking about? 

    KB 3035583 - According to Microsoft, this update enables "additional capabilities for Windows Update notifications when new 
updates are available".  https://support.microsoft.com/en-gb/kb/3035583 

    KB 2952664 - Labeled a compatibility upgrade for upgrading Windows 7, its purpose is to "make improvements to the current 
operating system in order to ease the upgrade experience to the latest version of Windows".  https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/
kb/2952664/ 

    KB 2976978 - A compatibility update for Windows 8.1 and Windows 8 which "performs diagnostics on the Windows system [..] 
to determine whether compatibility issues may be encountered when the latest Windows operating system is installed.  https://
support.microsoft.com/en-us/kb/2976978/ 

    KB 3021917 - Does the same as KB 2976978 but on Windows 7.  https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/kb/3021917/ 

    KB 3044374 - This update for Windows 8.1 enables systems to upgrade from the current operating system to a later version of 
Windows.  https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/kb/3044374/ 

    KB 2990214 . Does the same as KB 3044374 but on Windows 7.  https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/kb/2990214/ 

Those are the updates currently provided by Microsoft. 

Remove those updates from Windows 

First thing you may want to do is find out whether those updates are installed. If they are installed, you can remove them from the 
system and block them from being installed again. 

Do the following to check if an update is installed: 

   1. Tap on the Windows-key, type cmd and hit enter. 

   2. Type powershell and hit enter. 

   3. Use the command get-hotfix -id KB3035583 to find out whether the update is installed 

    To speed things up, query for all updates in a single command like this: get-hotfix -id KB3035583, 
KB2952664,KB2976978,KB3021917,KB3044374,KB2990214 

                          Continued on page 8 

Char lot te  Bytes  
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How to remove Windows 10 upgrade updates in Windows 7 
and 8 

Obviously, only updates provided for the operating 
system may be installed. The updates on the 
screenshot above have been found on a system 
running Windows 7. 

You can use the command line to remove 
Windows Patches as well. 

    1.If you are still in Powershell type exit to leave. 

    2.Use the command wusa /uninstall /kb:2952664 
to uninstall a patch 

This removes the update that you have specified 
from the system. You will get a prompt for that 
and need to run the command for all updates sepa-
rately. 

Note that you may get a restart prompt after unin-
stalling updates. Complete the process before you 
do so. 

Windows Update will pick up those updates again 
after you restart the computer. Since you don't 
want them to be installed again, you need to block 
those updates from being installed. 

Tap on the Windows key, type Windows Update 
and hit enter. 

    If the updates are not listed on the page, per-
form a manual check for updates. 

    Click on "x important updates are available" 
afterwards. 

    Right-click on any of the Windows 10 related 
updates and select "hide update" from the listing. 

Doing so blocks these updates from being in-
stalled automatically on the system. 

These updates are displayed in a light gray font 
color afterwards and once you leave the page, 
don't show up anymore. 

Should you want to restore them at a later point 
in time, for instance because you want to upgrade 
to Windows 10 after all, then you need to restore 
them with a click on "restore hidden updates" in 

the interface.   There you find them all listed and options to re-enable them.     
    Conclusion on page 18 
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How to Dual-Boot Two (or More) Versions of Windows 

  Computers normally have a single operating system installed on them, but you 
can dual-boot multiple operating systems. You can have two (or more) versions 
of Windows installed side-by-side on the same PC and choose between them at 
boot time. 

Typically, you should install the newer operating system last. For example, if you want to dual-boot Windows 7 and 10, install 
Windows 7 and then install Windows 10 second. However, this may not always be necessary — installing Windows 7 after Win-
dows 8 or 8.1 seems to work. 

The Basics 

The process for creating a dual-boot system is similar no matter what operating system you’re dual-booting with. Here’s what 
you’ll need to do: 

    Install the First Version of Windows: If you already have a single Windows system installed on your computer, that’s fine. 
If not, install Windows normally. You may want to use custom partitioning settings and leave free space available on your hard 
drive for the second version of Windows. 

    Make Room For the Second Version of Windows: You’ll need available hard drive space for the next version of Win-
dows. If you have Windows installed, you can resize the partition. You could also insert a second hard drive into your computer 
(if it’s a desktop computer) and install the second version of Windows to that hard drive. 

    Install the Second Version of Windows: Next, you’ll install the second version of Windows. Ensure you choose the 
“Custom Install” option, not the “Upgrade” option. Install it alongside the previous version of Windows, in a different partition 
on the same disk or on a different physical disk. 

You’ll then be able to choose which copy of Windows 
you want to boot at boot time, and you can access the 
files from each version of Windows on the other one. 

How to Dual-Boot Windows 10 with Windows 7 or 8 

You probably shouldn’t install Windows 10 on your pri-
mary PC. But, if you are going to, you should at least... 
[Read Article]  http://www.howtogeek.com/197647/how-
to-dual-boot-windows-10-with-windows-7-or-8/ 

Install the First Version of Windows, If It’s Not Already 
Installed 

Install the first version of Windows on your PC, assum-
ing it’s not already installed. If your computer already has 
Windows installed on it, that’s fine. If you’re installing 
Windows fresh, you’ll want to choose the “Custom in-
stall” option when going through the installation wizard 
and create a smaller partition for Windows. Leave 
enough space for the other version of Windows. This 
means you won’t have to resize partitions later. 

Shrink Your Windows Partition 

You’ll now need to shrink your existing Windows partition to make room for the second copy of Windows. If you already have 
enough free space or you’re installing the second copy of Windows to a different hard disk entirely and it has available space, you 
can skip this.           

       Continued on page 10 
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How to Dual-Boot Two (or More) Versions of Windows   

Basically, this involves booting the existing Windows system on your comput-
er and opening the Disk Management tool. (Do this by pressing Windows Key 
+ R, typing diskmgmt.msc into the Run dialog, and pressing Enter.) Right-click the Windows partition and select the “Shrink Vol-
ume” option. Shrink it to make enough space for the other Windows system. 

If you’re using BitLocker encryption on your Windows 
system, you’ll first need to open the BitLocker Control 
Panel and click the “Suspend Protection” link next to the 
partition you want to resize. This will disable BitLocker 
encryption until you next reboot, and you’ll be able to 
resize the partition. Otherwise, you won’t be able to 
resize the partition. 

Install the Second Version of Windows 

RELATED ARTICLE 

How to Download Windows 7, 8, and 8.1 Installation Me-
dia — Legally 

You can reinstall Windows from scratch using the product 
key that came with your PC, but you’ll have to find... [Read 

Article]  http://www.howtogeek.com/186775/how-to-download-windows-7-8-and-8.1-installation-media-legally/ 

Next, insert the installation media for the second version of Windows you want to install and reboot your computer. Boot it and 
go through the installer normally. When you see the “Upgrade” or “Custom install” option, be sure to select “Custom” — if you 
select Upgrade, the second version of Windows will install over top of your first version of Windows 

Select the “unallocated space” and create a new partition on 
it. Tell Windows to install itself to this new partition.  Just be 
sure not to select the partition containing the version of Win-
dows currently installed on your system, as two versions of 
Windows can’t be installed on the same partition. 

Windows will install normally, but it’ll install alongside the current 
version of Windows on your PC. Each version of Windows will be 
on a separate partition     
                    Continued on page 13 
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Every Version of Windows Is Affected By This Vulnerability – What You Can Do About It.  
           Continued from page 6 

He also points out that the threats can come in the shape of malicious adverts forcing authentication attempts, and Redirect to 
SMB can also be used in a drive by hack on public Wi-Fi networks (dangerous at the best of times), launched from a porta-
ble computer, and even an Android smartphone. 

Potentially one of the most dangerous attack vectors unleashed by Redirect to SMB is via Apple’s iTunes Software Updater. In 
this scenario, a compromised DNS record could lead to redirect updates being directed to an SMB server, again with the result 
that credentials are farmed via a classic Man-In-The-Middle attack. 

Put simply, this is a vulnerability that should have been closed 18 years ago. While Microsoft offered ways to mitigate it then, the 
opposition – the black hats – have become far more sophisticated in their attacks, with more and more Internet users represent-
ing a big pay day. Now would seem to be the time for Microsoft to get its act together on SMB security. 

Software Affected by Re-Direct to SMB  (Server Message Block)  

Okay, it’s deep breath time. As well as every version of Windows the mid-1990s, Redirect to SMB also affects a wide selection of 
applications and system utilities (at least 31) from some of the biggest names in the industry. To begin, Microsoft and Apple. 

Microsoft: 

    Internet Explorer 11 

    Windows Media Player 

    Excel 2010 

    Microsoft Baseline Security Analyzer 

Apple: 

    QuickTime 

    Apple iTunes Software Update 

Frustratingly for a vulnerability of this kind, security software is also affected. 

    Symantec Norton Security Scan 

    AVG Free 

    BitDefender Free 

    Comodo Antivirus 

 

 

 

 

            Conclusion on page 13 
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How to Dual-Boot Two (or More) 
Versions of Windows   

Conclusion from page 10 

Choosing Your OS and Modifying Boot 
Settings 

When the installation is finished, you’ll see a 
boot menu every time you boot your computer. 
Use this menu to select the version of Windows 
you want to boot. 

Depending on which versions of Windows 
you’re using, the screen will look different. On 
Windows 8 and newer versions of Windows, 
it’s a blue screen with tiles with the title 
“Choose an operating system.” On Windows 7, 
it’s a black screen with a list of operating sys-
tems and the title “Windows Boot Manager.” 

 

 

 

Either way, you can customize the boot menu’s settings from 
within Windows itself. Open the Control Panel, click the System 
and Security option, click the System icon, and click          Ad-
vanced System Settings at the left side of the window. Select the 
Advanced tab and click the Settings button under Startup & Re-
covery. You can choose the default operating system that boots 
automatically and select how long you have until it boots. 

 

If you want more operating systems installed, just install the 
additional operating systems on their own separate partitions. 

 
See us on the Web 

www.cccgc.net 
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Every Version of Windows Is Affected By This Vulnerability – What You Can Do About It.   

Productivity apps that are known to be vulnerable to Redirect to SMB: 

Conclusion from page 11                

Adobe Reader 

    Box Sync (the Box.net cloud client app) 

    TeamView 

These utilities and installers are also affect-
ed: 

    .NET Reflector 

    Maltego CE 

    GitHub for Windows 

    PyCharm 

    IntelliJ IDEA 

    PHP Storm 

    Oracle JDK 8u31’s installer 

 

 

As you can see, this is quite a list, with every application a potential gateway to your credentials for an attacker. But what can you 
do about it? 

Workaround, or Wait for a Patch? 

Microsoft is said to be working on a patch to fix the Redirect to SMB vulnerability. But until that happens, what can you do? 

As reported by cybersecurity experts Cylance, the best fix is to block traffic sent outbound from your computer through your 
software firewall or through your router, on TCP 139 and TCP 445. This will block SMB communication between your network 
and the Internet, and if the change is made on the network firewall, you will still be able to use SMB between devices on your local 
network. Our guide to the Windows Firewall explains how to create these rules in just a few seconds; for your router, you’ll need 
to check the device documentation. 

Given the breadth of operating systems and applications affected by this vulnerability, and with the impending 
arrival of Windows 10, isn’t it about time Microsoft did something about it? 

Ime Credits: Password via Shutterstock 

Ads by Google 

 

 

 
See us on the Web 

www.cccgc.net 
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Changing names again: 'Metro' becomes 'Windows'    By Woody Leonhard 

An obscure notice that 'Metro apps' are now 'Windows apps' leaves more than a few Windows ob-
servers confused. 

Microsoft has a long history of bungled product branding, but its latest decision plumbs new depths. 

How not to announce a major branding change 

Microsoft recently announced a significant change in the terminology for programs that run under Windows 8 and 10. You and I, 
our co-workers, our friends and family, even passers-by on the street will soon be asking whether our Windows computer can 
run Windows apps — and/or Windows desktop applications. As is all too common with Microsoft branding, the answer is far 
more complex than it should be. 

You'd expect such a major change to be announced with explosive fanfare, dancing office-worker ads, a Super Bowl spot — and a 
lot of education for the beleaguered customer base. 

You would be wrong! 

Instead, the announcement was buried in a presentation by Microsoft Distinguished Engineer Don Box in a one-hour WinHEC 
(the Windows Hardware Engineering Conference) presentation in Shenzhen, China. You can see the full presentation on Mi-
crosoft's Channel 9. 

The presentation was a discussion of driv-
ers for hardware developers. But eight 
minutes into the talk, Box shows some 
interesting terminology. A slide (Figure 1) 
clearly explains the differences between 
Windows 10 for PCs, Windows 10 for 
phones, Windows 10 on Xbox (it's true), 
and Windows for the so-called Internet of 
Things (a term I intensely dislike): refrig-
erators, toasters, Raspberry Pi devices, 
and so forth. 

Figure 1. At last, we have an official Mi-
crosoft chart that gives some names to 
the different Windows 10 flavors. 

This slide is remarkable because, for the first time that I can recall, Microsoft officially talks about the branching of Windows 10. 
In the past we've heard the marketing-inspired phrase, "Everything will run Windows 10" — which is something you'd expect to 
hear from someone who's trying to sell you something. It's not in the least bit illuminating. 

Finally, it seems, we're getting official names for what will certainly become different flavors of Windows 10. The delineation also 
adds some urgency to the question: What version of Win10 will the various Windows tablets run? We don't have a definitive 
statement on that part yet, although it's becoming increasingly apparent that there will be a huge gulf between Intel-based tablets 
and ARM-based tablets — not unlike the current Windows 8 distinction between Windows and Windows RT. 

But the real surprise came 15 minutes into Box's presentation. He defines two types of applications: Windows apps and Win-
dows desktop applications. Figure 2 shows the slide that makes the differences between the two types completely clear.  

          Continued on page 16 
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Changing names again: 'Metro' becomes 
'Windows'     

Figure 2. Metro becomes Modern becomes 
Universal becomes — Windows apps! — 
and not to be confused with Windows 
desktop applications. 

Box states: "We have Windows apps and 
Windows desktop applications. Windows 
apps are the universal ones. Desktop applica-
tions are PC only. … Windows apps run eve-
rywhere and we still continue to run Win-
dows desktop apps on PCs." 

Apparently, that brief discussion constituted 
the official announcement of Microsoft's new 
app terminology — no press releases for 
online and print news, no song-and-dance in a 
major presentation by Microsoft leadership. No, the company has quietly re-re-redefined "Metro apps" as "Windows apps." 

What a long, strange riff it's been 

(Our apologies to the Grateful Dead.) If you've been following the tortured evolution of Windows 8, you know that Microsoft 
decided to build a flat, tiled interface with very distinctive typography. Microsoft called it "Metro" — for a while — and everyone 
else has used it ever since. Metro apps are written to interact with the WinRT API, which I talked about in the March 19 Top 
Story. 

As best I can determine, Microsoft first used the term "Metro" back in October 2010 to describe the Windows Phone 7. The 
next year, Microsoft unveiled Windows 8 and called the new operating system's native, WinRT-based programs "Metro apps." (I 
first wrote about Metro apps in the June 9, 2011, Top Story, "What you need to know now about Windows 8.") 

Then, in August 2012, quoting from a leaked internal Microsoft memo, The Verge's Tom Warren reported: 

"[In the memo], Microsoft reveals that 'discussions with an important European partner' led to the decision to 'discontinue the 
use' of the Metro branding for Windows 8 and other Microsoft products — one that employees must adhere to immediately. 
The Windows team is 'working on a replacement term,' according to the memo, 'and plans to land on that by the end of this 
week.' Until then, employees have been advised to refer to the Metro style user interface as the 'Windows 8 style UI.'" 

That "partner" was Metro AG, a large German retailer and purveyor of Microsoft products. Metro AG objected to Microsoft's 
use of "Metro," and Redmond backed down. This was before the production version of Windows 8 was even released. So Mi-
crosoft had relatively little to lose. 

Microsoft essentially claimed that there never was a name change. "Metro" was always a code word for the new interface. Hence-
forth, the WinRT-based apps would be called "Windows Store apps." Perhaps, but there's no denying that the conflict with Metro 
AG pushed Redmond to quickly drop the Metro label — and it began the bumpy, roller-coaster ride of Win8 interface branding. 

A week after Warren's leaked memo, ZDNet's Mary Jo Foley reported: 

"Here's the official guidance, my sources say: Anything currently/formerly known as a 'Metro-Style application' (with or without a 
hyphen) will now be known officially as a 'Windows 8 application.' References to the 'Metro user interface' will now be replaced 
by 'Windows 8 user interface.' And instead of saying 'Metro design,' the Softies and those adhering to their official guidelines will 
be using the words 'Windows 8 design.'" 

Microsoft's official labeling notwithstanding, repeatedly referring to the new interface as "Windows 8 user interface" was simply 
too much for everyone else — "Metro" stuck in the popular vernacular. 
    Conclusion on page 16 
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  Changing names again: 'Metro' becomes 'Windows'       Conclusion from page 15 

In fact, for many of us who follow technology, "Metro" now refers to a style, layout, and 
typography. Thus, it's entirely possible to build a program that looks "Metro" but doesn't 
use the WinRT API. You could argue that other developers have "Metro"-ized their pro-
grams and interfaces — even those that have nothing to do with Windows. (For a while, 
there were rumors that Apple's OS X would evolve — or devolve, to some — into a Met-
ro-style, tiled interface.) But I think that Windows Media Center, which predates Win8 by years, is Microsoft's first widespread 
use of the Metro look. 

Unfortunately, Microsoft could never seem to settle on a suitable name for its new interface and apps. In October 2012, Metro 
was called "Microsoft Design Language" at the Build 2012 conference. Calling the programs "Windows Store apps" made no sense 
at all — the Store was branching out to non-WinRT apps. 

Microsoft has also used "Modern apps" and, most recently, "Universal apps." 

It's no surprise that Microsoft's customers are mightily confused. Metro, Metro Style, Windows 8-style UI, Modern, Universal, 
and all the other labels that quickly came and disappeared referred to more or less the same thing — the tiled interface and 
WinRT-based apps. It's a marketing manager's nightmare. 

Inflicting unending confusion on MS customers 

It's easy to chalk all this up to just another dropped ball in a long, long line of fumbled Microsoft branding. But I'd argue that the 
convoluted transition from "Metro" to "Windows" is the worst ever (though calling the Metro-only version of Win8 Windows 
RT comes awfully close). 

"Windows RT" branding left a lot of Microsoft customers wondering why their Windows programs wouldn't run on their new 
Surface tablet or third-party convertible. (I still get emails with that question.) I firmly believe that name confusion doomed Win-
dows RT right from the start. If something's called "Windows," it should darned well run standard Windows programs! Shouldn't 
it? (I talked about this issue in the Aug. 23, 2012, Top Story, "Where we're all headed with Windows RT.") 

Fast-forward to this March 18, and — essentially given as a footnote in that WinHEC presentation — we're informed that 
WinRT/Metro apps will henceforth be called "Windows apps" and classic Win32 apps will become "Windows desktop applica-
tions." 

I fully expect to see an entirely new round of mail asking why a Windows user can't run his bass-fishing program on a brand-new 
Windows tablet — or why that nice new Netflix app (assuming there is a new Netflix app) runs on her Win10 laptop, but she 
can't even find it for her Win7 desktop. After all, it's a Windows apps, right? 

And there will be questions on what, specifically, a "Windows desktop application" is. I can hear it now: "I have a Windows RT 
tablet. It has a desktop; it's just hidden by all those fancy tiles. Why won't it run Windows desktop applications?" (It appears that 
Windows RT will eventually disappear altogether. The newest Surface tablets all use full Windows.) 

The "Windows app" versus "desktop app" is more than the typical Microsoft nom du jour issue. Just as we're getting past the 
dark side of Windows 8, Microsoft comes up with labeling that further obfuscates the important differences between WinRT-
based and Win32-based applications. It could be a world-class problem for both Microsoft and its customers. 

Windows 10 is shaping up to be a tremendous product, a worthy successor to Windows 7. But the Windows app/desktop app 
confusion will remain — and many Win10 users will be left wondering why there are two types of applications. It'll be sad (and 
potentially costly) if Microsoft compromises Win10's technical excellence just because the company can't come up with clear, 
intuitive product labeling. 
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The Free Version Of Nero Is Compatible With Win-
dows 10 As Well 

Ever since I discovered that 
it’s possible to install Windows from USB drives, I stopped burning ISO files to 
DVDs. All my data are mostly saved either on the internal drive of my HP notebook 
or Seagate external drive. 

A couple of days ago, while trying to connect to my desktop PC, my four-year old Seagate external drive accidentally fell down 
from a height of about 2 feet. Since then all my PCs and recovery CDs are refusing to detect the external drive. 

Now that I have lost some important data, I have decided not to relay on just on external drives. From here onwards, I want to 
save all important files no just on external drives but also on DVDs. Agree that DVDs are not as popular as they were a couple 
of years ago but I feel that they are at least reliable. I am also aware that new computers especially ultrabooks no longer ship with 
optical drives but I am sure that finding a good computer with an optical drive will not be difficult in the next five years. 

http://www.roxio.com/enu/products/easy-burning/standard/
overview.html?gclid=CL-Rk6md0MQCFdgJgQodRawA_w 

Nero burning free version 

When it comes to burning DVDs, there are plenty of tools 
around to choose from. With so many tools with similar 
options available, it’s really difficult to pick up one tool with-
out much testing. 

If you’re looking for a reliable software to burn your data to 
a CD/DVD, you should first check out now discontinued 
Nero StartSmart Essentials. Nero StartSmart Essentials (also 
known as Nero 9 Essentials) was released about six years 
ago as a free software. 

http://www.intowindows.com/download-nero-9-free-full-
version-now/ 

Nero StartSmart Essentials although no longer availa-
ble to download from the official Nero website, we 
can easily get a clean copy of it from the link men-
tioned at the end of this article. 

The beauty of Nero burning software that we are 
talking about here is that it’s fully compatible with 
not just Windows 7 but also Windows 8.1 and the 
latest Windows 10. 

Note that the setup file, which is about 50 MB offers 
you install the Ask browser toolbar but you can un-
check Install Asks toolbar option to install Nero 
without the toolbar. 

                                         Conclusion on next page 
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How to remove Windows 10 upgrade updates in 
Windows 7 and 8      Conclusion from page 8 

While you should not see any side-effects 
after the removal, it may be a good idea to 
monitor the system after the removal to 
make sure that this is indeed the case. 

Related Articles 

    How to remove installed Windows Up-
dates and block them afterwards  http://
www.ghacks.net/2014/12/11/how-to-remove-
installed-windows-updates-and-block-them-
afterwards/ 

    Remove Corrupt Windows Updates With 
Windows Update Regenerator    http://
www.ghacks.net/2012/03/13/remove-corrupt-
windows-updates-with-windows-update-

regenerator/ 

    Endless Reboot Vista To Windows 7 Upgrade Problems   

http://www.ghacks.net/2009/10/26/endless-reboot-vista-to-windows-7-upgrade-problems/ 

The Free Version Of Nero Is Compatible With Windows 10 
As Well 

 

As you can see in the above picture, the software is purely for burning 
CD/DVDs and copy discs. As mentioned earlier in this article, there is 
nothing better than Nero when it comes to disc burning. 

Go and get your copy of the free Nero burning software from the fol-
lowing link. 

Download Nero Free   

http://www.softpedia.com/get/CD-DVD-Tools/Data-CD-DVD-Burning/
Nero-Free.shtml 

 


