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Charlotte Bytes

CCCGC Supplement

On occasion | will supplement our Monthly newsletter with an additional newsworthy issue. | find in re-
searching the Web, interesting and relevant articles that are too lengthy for our monthly Bytes. | hope you find

the articles interesting and informative.

Yvette, Bytes Editor Directions provided by ~ How To Geeks

How To Get Your Free Yearly Credit Reports Without Getting
Scammed

Without a doubt you have probably seen many advertisements on TV and online which emphasize the im-
portance of your credit rating. While these advertisements may be a bit of an exaggeration, your credit report is nev-
er-the-less important as it details accounts which have been opened in your name. As such, it is a good idea to peri-
odically review your credit report as any suspicious activity could be an indication of identity theft.

On that note, did you know that US law entitles you to free credit report from each of the three major re-
porting bureaus every year? Here we will walk you through exactly how to get them.

Image by Fosforix

Credit Report vs. Credit Score
The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) site explains where you can get your free credit reports

AnnualCreditReport.com is the ONLY authorized source for the free annual credit report that’s yours by
law. The Fair Credit Reporting Act guarantees you access to your credit report for free from each of the three na-
tionwide credit reporting companies — Experian, Equifax, and TransUnion — every 12 months. The Federal Trade
Commission has received complaints from consumers who thought they were ordering their free annual credit re-
port, and yet couldn’t get it without paying fees or buying other services. TV ads, email offers, or online search re-
sults may tout “free” credit reports, but there is only one authorized source for a truly free credit report.

It is important to note that you are getting credit reports from the reporting agencies, not a credit score. Your
credit report simply shows you a list of past and present accounts in your name (which should be consistent across
all three agencies) while your credit score is numeric representation of this information and can vary between the
different agencies, depending. So essentially you are getting the information behind the score, but not the score itself.

If you want to see your credit score from any or all of the reporting bureaus, these are not free and would
have to be purchased individually.

Using Annual Credit Report

Overall the process pretty intuitive, however as you navigate through each of the credit agencies, you are
presented with upsell links to purchase either your credit score or credit monitoring. As we go through the sites, we
will highlight areas which attempt to sell you to these (non-free) services.

Prior to starting this process, we highly recommend having a PDF printer on your system so you can save a
copy of your credit reports for your records. If you do not already have one installed, follow our guide for installing a

PDF printer first.
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You will need to provide some personal in-
formation so fill out the form and click Continue.

For your convenience, this information will be auto- | AnnualCreditReport.com
matically sent to each credit agency which you re-
quest a report from so you don’t have to retype it. T T e

Request your free annual credit report.
It's QUICK, EASY and SECURE.

PLEASE PROVIDE ALL OF THE PERSONAL INFORMATION REQUIRED BELOW,
igsit e ) o
mmmﬂim“ﬁﬂwwﬁémmﬁmmum% e START HERE to view and print
about the use of and protection of this information. = i :
your credit report now.
* = Reguired Field
“First Mama: ] “Lant Mame: Subfin: - Select Your State T Request REP"’Q“
*Date of Basthi by
Hoth Cay  vesr (vvY)
* Sl Eacurity
Mumber:

E54 wll be wncrysted for your protection

‘Cheek this ba #, T3¢ SHEuPky TEaSOnS, yed wark 1o More han the [ast four digts of your Sonsl Seeurty Numbes 1o Bppest
when you vitw oF Dt bur Cidit raper.
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e e When prompted for credit bureaus, select all three
Cmm— and click Next.
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Please select one or more of the following nationwide consumer credit reporting companies to request your
free credit report.

@ § TransUnion.

Experian
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Click Mext to continue | Nw

Click Canecel to return to AnnualCreditReport.com Home Page | CANC ned

Before visiting the first selection, you will be prompted with a notice of how to navigate back to

AnnualCreditReport.com from within the credit agency’s site. Click Next to get your first credit report.
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Click NEXT to continue. You will be transferred to the TransUnion site.

@rnm AnnualCreditReport.com ] *

When finished at the TransUnion site, click on '"Return to AnnualCreditReport.com’

Click Mext to continue. You will be transferred to the TransUnion site NEXT..

TransUnion

qaently Asked Questions

Chck Cancel to return to AnnualCreditReport.com Home Page

¥ Contact AnnualCreditRepodrt. com

When you visit TransUnion, the information you see along the bottom in the “Information You Have Pro-
vided” section should mimic what you first entered in AnnualCreditReport.com. Verify this is correct and

click Continue.

4" TransUnion.

Welcome, Jason Faulkner

Welcome, Jason Faulkner Hep

Your Progress
%
Step 1003

— J

PPlease review the following information. then chick Continue

Thank you for selecting TransUnion for your FREE Personal Credit Report.

= Your credit report is just moments away

= To protect your privacy, we'll a5k you 8 few questions 1o vensy your ientity

= Tocomplete the nexdt section, you may nead to refer to mformatson including, but not limited to,

yoUr CTedn cards, loans and mongages. Pleade have any slalements or documents dvailable.

= Flease make sure you have the abdity 1o print if you would Eke 10 felan your credit repor
To receive your Iree credit report enline, you must complete the identity verification process. If you
don't wish 1o complite the process onling or you cant complete it onling, you may oblain your fres
credit report by phone or mail, You can only go through the online identity verification process
OICE DET yEar.
PLEASE ¥OTE: Balore continuing, you'll need to verify that the information displayed below is
accuraie. To make changes, please visit www.annualcredilreport.com.

Information You Have Provided
Name Jasoe F s 35N
Date of Birth | - Current Address

Conidnee 5

Next you will be present-
ed some security ques-
tions regarding your credit
history. These are to veri-
fy your identity so answer
them accordingly and click
Next.
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Charlotte County Computer
Group

Information: (941) 295-7672
(941) 625-4175 ext 244

Official publication of the Charlotte County
Computer Group Corporation
2280 Aaron Street
Port Charlotte, FL 33952
www.cccgc.net

www.cccgc.info
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We need to ensure you are really Jason.

We prolect your privacy by ensuring that your credit report can only be viewed by YOU.

What year was your most recent morigage established?®

@
- NONE OF THE ABOVE
Which of these cities are you associated with?
-

.nl

MONE OF THE ABOVE

‘Which of these phone numbers have you ever used previously?
o " 1
L ]

L]
MONE OF THE ABOVE

Finally, you will get to the
credit report. You can view
this information here but we
recommend you view the
printer friendly version and
save it to a PDF file for your

records.

Note: There are a couple of
upsell links on this page. If
you would like to get your
credit score, remember it will

only be for TransUnion.
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Personal Credit Report

JASON D. FAULKNER

Source: TransUnion ]
Once you have saved FREE Credit Score (3)

January 19, 2012
Available until February 18, 2012

your credit report, click

TransUnion.
the Return to Annu- & Display a printer frigndiy versio
1 We recommend that int this &, Closin
alCreditReport.com ::i:u‘;::":.‘::;;‘;?zz'ELT';?;:‘.,;“:;;:?:%:’;:?&?:, SR [ o comciunde e VAL el s you sl
link across the top. yea WARNING Click here!

I id ting
L#h 1 want my FREE TransUnion Credit Score
* For your eonvenience we will use the data you supplied te us in the srder process.

-Begin Credit Report-

6 e & https://annualcreditreport transunion.com/coss/common/viewReportCRS O~ @ B & X

AnnualCreditReport.com ¥ Return to AnnualGreditReport.com ¥ Frequently Asked Questions

L

" TransUnion.

I Your Credit Report

Again, make sure you have saved or printed your report before continuing.

A Are you sure you'd like to return to AnnualCreditReport.com?

Explanation:
Please print your report before leaving. You will not be able to receive your free credit report again for another year.
What to do:

" Yes | wanEa return to AnnualCreditReport com now,
= No, I'd kel remain on this web site.
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Experian

When you are transferred back to AnnualCreditReport.com, Experian is next on the list.
Click Next.

(visited) 5 TransUnion.

Experlan

ﬂ world of insight

EQUIFAX

Experian will require you to initially identify yourself. Fill in the value as appropriate and click Submit.

::..:‘Ex erian ]
. Mfﬁ.mm Personal Credit Report

We care about the security of your data. Please enter the last four digits of your Social Security number to validale your request

Last four digits of Social Security Number:

After selecting the "SUBMIT™ button, do not select the “STOP " "BACK.” "REFRESH,” or "RELOAD" butions on your browser. Any
of these aclions could result in the termination of your request.

On the first step of the wizard, click Annual Credit Report.
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Start Order Summary Verification

Thank you for selecting your Experian® Credit Report.

On the first step of the wizard, _
click Annual Credit Report. Did you know?

‘When yvou marry, your credit report stays the same. The only information

on both spouses’ reports are joint accounts or those for which one spouse
iz an authonzed user.

S ANNUAL

CHED!@HEPUHT

Step 2 will confirm your order

Page 7

for the free credit report. Click

Submit.
Start Order Summary Verification
Order Summary *=required
/ Your Order
R IR DI REIE s Free
Total $0.00

Please review important information regarding your Experian Credit
Report.

TN

C O SuRgmT §)

S it

As the final step, Experian will ask a series of verification questions regarding your history.

Answer these appropriately and click Continue.
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Microsoft

REGISTERED
Refurbisher

Personal Credit Report

JASON D. FAULKNER

Source: TransUnion ]
Once you have saved FREE Credit Score (3)

) ) January 19, 2012
your credit report, click

Available until February 18, 2012

TransUnion.
the Return to Annu- 8 Distlay & printer Fisngh versic
1 We recommend that you print this page. Closing
a_‘lcred'tReport'Com e e SR | e ya i e v e
link across the top. yea WARNING Click here!

I id ting
L#h 1 want my FREE TransUnion Credit Score
* For your eonvenience we will use the data you supplied te us in the srder process.

-Begin Credit Report-

e e & https://annualcreditreport transunion.com/coss/common/viewReportCRS O~ @ B & X

¥ Frequently Asked Questions

¥ Return to AnnualGreditReport.com

L

AnnualCreditReport.com

“ TransUnion.

Your Credit Report

Again, make sure you have saved or printed your report before continuing.

A Are you sure you'd like to return to AnnualCreditReport.com?
Explanation:
Please print your report before leaving. You will not be able to receive your free credit report again for another year.
What to do:

® Yes, |wanhjo retumn to AnnualCreditReport com now,
= No, I'd kel remain on this web site.
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Click the Return to AnnualCreditReport.com link across the top.

L3 https://annualcreditreport.experian.com/AnnualCreditReport/cac/Reports O ~ @ B ¢ X

¥ Remmtuﬁnnualcreditkepurt.mm ¥ Frequently Asked Questions | * Contag
Yof

[ Return to AnnualCreditReport.com }

i: Experian®

A world of insight

Again, make sure you have printed or saved your report and click OK.
Message from the Web Page

If you are not ready to leave the site click Cancel

L . F
e

Select the OK button below te conclude your visit to our Web site and
to return to AnnualCreditReport.com, You are required to return to the
AnnualCreditReport.com Web site if you still need to view your credit
report from Equifax or TransUnion.

Be sure that you have printed, saved or written down your Experian
Report Murmnber. To Print or Save a copy of your report, select the "Print
your report” link in the Credit Report Toolkit, and use your browser's
Print or Save As feature from the File menu.

To return to your Experian report in the near future, log on to
www.experian.com,/consumer and select "View your report again” or

"Dispute” and enter your Report Number,

If you are not yet ready to leave our site, select the Cancel button,

| ok || Cancel
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Equifax

The final credit bureau, Equifax, will be selected when you return to AnnualCreditReport.com.
Click Next.

Equifax will mirror the infor-

g I .
(rsttesl) TransUnion. mation you first entered on
T AnnualCreditReport.com.
(visited) :;.:EE EXperian Verify this is accurate and
& world of insight click Continue.

EQUIFAX

Welcome to

EQUIFAX =i

The first step. will Step 10f3:

ask the security Personal Information Check Osv Bsw Do

questions. An-
swer these and i :
click Continue.

Annual Credit Report FREE
Total Price: 50.00
|

Personal Information

" First Name: " Last Name: Initial: Suffix: * Date of Birth:
Jason Faulkner EI n El E :
* Social Security Number * Would you like the first & digits of your Social Security Number masked in your report?:
[encrypied for your protection)
- plid i | Yes @ No
" Current Address: " City: " State: 2P
nzl: g w g oy . i -]
Line 2:
(eptEnEl

Have you lived at your current address for more than 2 years? @ Yes - No

.k Continue,
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Step 1of3: _
Parsonal Information Check Qe Gom Dun

Greal We've found your cnedit file

| Nﬂnpstuqdlom-m'luiﬂum mbr‘yn;r.m-ql.pu:mnmldm wh
"ﬂl‘ﬂﬂ. and onlly you Shousd kRow e 3Rwer 16 them,

Yior credit il iIndicates you may haee & mongape ioan, cosned in or arouna [0 "™ T . wno i the crest

BROWMIN SO Thas SCCOUNTT
TR
- =

2% I -

-
HONE OF THE ABOVE

Wil iy your botal schedvied monthiy payment for Tha above relrenced morigags

»'%

=

. .

BONE OF THE ABOVE

D weisich o e fodiowing sireris have you Bved?
-

B m
MONE OF THE ABOVE

i which of ha Iolowing cities have you bved?
- I'

Step 2 will confirm your order for the free credit - e

report. Click Submit Order Now.

BaOKE OF THE ABOVE

e Eecers the confidenianly of your paivoRal nacondy by “slechomcaly icrambing” e dats Broogh $IL

bdmllu-!.
Step 20f3:
Order Submission Dsww @siw st
Product Quantity Price
p—
Q Equifax Credit File 1 FREE

Total Price: 50.00

ﬁ. Impoartant! Once you click “submit™, you will not be able to reorder your free annual credit report from Equifax for one year. Be
sure to print your report as it will only be avalable to review during this session with Equifax.

[ ot
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Step 30f3:
Report Delivery

Your Free Equifax Credit File

Thank you for your order. Your transaction code is

st Dow Qsw

B . Please make a note of this number or print

this page: the transaction code will serve as a record of your order.

Your free annual credil réport is now available for printing or viewing. Pleasa print your report now as it will
only be available for you to review and print during this session with Equifax.

| View / Print Your Report r

What's your credit score? Find out instantiy

UPSELL
WARNING

Access your credit score now with this special one-time offer

View yaur Equifax Credd Score instantly onfine, and understand your barying
power, Knowing your score can help you negoliate with lenders -which could
save you thousands over the Be of a loan

¥ Buy Credit Score Now

One-time price of only 57.95

Monitor your score and get alerted when it changes

With Scofe Watch™, you can find oul whnaver 8 change 1o your SCone may
impact the miarest rate you are kkely 1o raceive - 50 you can stay in the know

b Track Your Scor
$0.00!

Only §42.86 512.95 per month - save

On the final step, you are pre-
sented with the option to view
your report. Click the View /
Print Your Report button.

Note: There is an option to
create an account as well as
upsell link for your credit
score and monitoring.
Again, keep in mind this is
only for Equifax.

In the View/Print report screen,
click the “Print Report” link.
After reviewing your report, be
sure to save it to a PDF file for
your records.

Note: There is another upsell link on this page to purchase your Equifax credit score.

Once you have saved your credit
report, click the Return to Annu-
alCreditReport.com link
across the top. You will not get a
warning notice after clicking this
link so be sure you have printed
or saved your report.

Equifax Credit Report ™ for Jason D. Faulkner

As of: 0111972012
Available until: 02/18/2012 - Report Does Mot Update
Confirmation #

= Prjﬁ Report

4 Correct errors in your Credit Report
N Initiate Online Dispute b

@

UPSELL for only $7.95

WARNIN ey

Did you know that your free annual credit report does not
include your credit score? Know where you stand by getting your credit

B0 (A E quifax Credit Score™ with this credit report

EQUIFAX

A Important. Please print this report as it will only be available for you to view during this
session with Equifax. If you would like to view this credit report online free for 30 days, click

here.

Credit Summary

Your Equifax Credit Summary highlights the information in your credit file that is most important in
determining your credit standing by distilling key credit information into one easy-to-read summary.
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AnnualCreditReport.com ¥ Return toAnnuaIEredlrﬁ?purt.com

Equifax Credit Report™

AnnualCreditReport.com will now show you have visited all three reporting agencies.

Click Close to finish.

wisited) 4 TransUnion.
(Visited) ;::g' EKIC'G rian

A world of insight

(isited)  EQUIFAX

Conclusion

Keep in mind, this process can only be run for free once a year.

Be sure to mark your calendar for next year so you will know the next time you are due to
run your free reports.

The above directions for free Annual Credit Report were provided by How To Geeks.




